
The Feast of the Hunters’ Moon is presented by the 
Tippecanoe County Historical Association in cooperation 

with the Tippecanoe County Park and Recreation Department 
and Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette.

We l c o m e  m o n  a m i  t o 
t h e  5 0 t h  A n n u a l  Fe a s t  o f  t h e  H u n t e r s ’  M o o n !

Join  us  as  we step back into  history  at  this  year ’ s  Feast  of  the  Hunters ’  Moon.  
The Feast  i s  an  authent ic  portrayal  o f  an  event  that  l ike ly  took place  in  the  1700s  at 
Ouiatenon.

Almost  three  hundred years  ago,  when the  French outpost  of  Fort  Ouiatenon was 
located in  the  center  of  a  vast  hunt ing,  f i sh  ing and trapping region of  New France, 
the  voyageurs  returned from Canada each fa l l  with  a  new supply  of  merchandise  for 
t rading.   The arr iva l  o f  their  canoes  was  welcomed by  the  soldiers  gar  r isoned at 
the  fort  and by  the  Indians,  who brought  furs ,  game,  baskets  and leather  goods  to 
barter .   I t  was  the  t ime of  the  Hunters ’  Moon—when hunting was  good,  the  harvest 
was  in  and the  voyageurs  had returned from the  North.

The Feast  began in  the  1950s  as  an  act iv i ty  of  the  membership  of  the  Tippecanoe 
County  Histor ica l  Associat ion.  I t  used a  theme of  Indian history  of  the  area  and 
a  meal  of  common food was  eaten in  the  blockhouse  around the  f i re .   In  1968 the 
Feast  was  opened to  the  publ ic .  In  1969 i t  became a  two-day  event  and the  act iv i t ies 
expanded to  inc lude craf t  demonstrat ions,  s inging,  dancing and trading. 

Part ic ipants  in  the  Feast  are  here  f rom across  the  cont inent—Florida,  New 
England,  Kentucky  and Canada—to jo in  in  this  c lass ic  re -enactment  of  a  gather ing 
of  French and Indians.

Sights ,  sounds  and smel ls  o f  a  day  gone by  greet  you.   The sound of  a  r inging 
anvi l  assa i ls  the  ears ,  and in  the  back ground you can hear  the  rhythmic  splash 
of  canoe paddles  as  a  br igade of  voyageurs  moves  down the  Wabash.  The crack 
of  muzzle  loaders  lends  an  authent ic  sound,  as  do the  intermingl ing stra ins  of 
dulc imers  and f iddles  b lending with  the  toot l ing of  f i fes  and the  beat  of  drums.

Costumed craf tspeople  demonstrate  the  tradit ional  arts  of  basket  making, 
b lacksmithing,  spinning,  weaving and soap making.  These  craf tspeople  use  natural 
mate  r ia ls  to  hand-make contemporary  products .  Traders  spread their  b lankets  and 
of fer  authent ic  reproduct ions  of  18th  century  trade  i tems.   Merchants  of fer  for  sa le 
reproduct ions  of  apparel  and accoutrements  of  the  t ime per iod.

When hunger  str ikes ,  and i t  does  so  of ten  in  the  cr isp  fa l l  days  of  the  Hunters ’ 
Moon,  you can feast  on buf fa lo  burgers ,  Indian f ry  bread,  pork  chops,  buf fa lo  stew, 
c ider  and other  taste   tempting 18th  century  dishes .

Program
 2017

2018 Feast  
October 6 & 7, 2018

Mark your calendars!
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